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Labor Day ‘07 weekend
proved to be an exciting
and pleasant timefor
Pontiac loversfrom
throughout the Midwest.
Fabulous Firebirds hosted
“Trall of Tears Rendez-
vous,” anAll Pontiac Car
Show and Drag Race at
Sikeston Drag Strip. The
weather wasvery niceand
the events began as sched-
uled. Ron Cooper wasin
charge of the car show
where there were several
vintage cars participating.
Inthefive categoriesthere
were three awards places
and everyonereceived a
participation trophy. There
was aso aBest of Show
where each participant
voted for their favorite car.
Harold Miller of Perryville,
Missouri won thistrophy.
Aseach of the car winners
were announced, they were
lined up to take their turn
down the track to strut

their stuff. This parade of
fancy vintagecarswasex- TheWilhite'sof Derby, Kansasbrought their “Heavy Metal” Pontiacs-'58

citing to watch. and ‘59 for everyoneto enjoy.

Thedrag racing began at 12:30. Of course, by thistime everyone was hyped up and ready to show their



stuff. Timetrialsbegan and by
three 0’ clock everyone had
worked the bugs out and were
ready to drag race. Pretty
soon the smoke and the alco-
hol and gasfumeswerefilling
up the starting linewhere ev-
eryonewas having fun. The
crowd was excited when the
Fast Four lined up. Duane Ray
of Cleveland, Missouri was
first, Scott Barton of Sullivan,
Missouri was second and Jim
Davisof Fredericktown, Mis-
souri was Third. In the Quick
Eight, the carsand drivers
tried their best to make sure
their car would be crowned
the top of the quick eight.
Duane Ray of Cleveland, Mis-
souri wasfirst, Jm Davis of
Fredericktown, Missouri was
second, and Dave Wadlow of
Mattoon, Illinciscamein
third. There was aso the Su-
per-pro classwhere Danny
Estep of Royalton, Illinois
wasfirst, Dale Kelso of
Murphysboro, Illinciswas
second, and Scott Barton of
Sullivan, Missouri wasthird.
Pro classwaswon by Ron
Beach, Sr. of Sparta, Illinois,
second went to Sharon Wilhite
of Derby, Kansas, and

Jeff Nichols of

Lesterville, Missouri
cameinthird. ET
Classwaswon by

Thisrun might just

beto see who does
thedishesfor the
next two weeksin the
Tom and Sharon
Wilhitehousehold.
Thishusband and
wifeteam aretrue
ambassador s of the
Pontiac racing sport.




Daniel Pharrisof
Sikeston, Missouri, and
Jeff Wallace of
Mattoon, Illinciswas
second.

Therewasaso atro-
phy classwhere driv-
ersonly rantheir street
cars. These were
peoplewho usually
didn’t race, but arejust
learning. Thewinner
of the Trophy Class
was Brian Jones of
East Prairie, Missouri.
After al theracing was
done, over $6,500 was
givenoutincashand

prizes. You can just feel thetorque as Scott Barton of Sullivan, Missouri putsthetwist
We had four teenagers ~ ON hisgorgeous ‘65 Tempest.




L ooking for some good Pontiac racing action? Just follow thecar in front of you! Staging laneswere
busy asanxious Pontiac racer swent for thegold in over $6,500 in cash and prises.

inour family that took their turns
down the track for the first time.
Kat Steel e, Brianna Denman,
Ryan Steele, and James Tripp all
of Fredericktown, Missouri had
their day inthe spotlight. Lora
Cooper of Fredericktown, Mis-
souri also raced aG5 Pontiac. Al-
though none of theseyoung

The pits—alwaysa“ show-

within-a-show” ... and never a

dull moment either, asseen

herein some serious scram-

bling around thisbeautiful sil-
" ver Firebird.

Jeff Redhage of Sullivan, MO
| isalwayslookingfor achance
| to“exercise’ his*74 SD.




peoplewon, it was an experience that will bewith them
forever. Kelsey Johnston and Chris M cEuen, both of
Fredericktown were BriannaDenman'spit crew.

Thisyear aspecial treat was a 2007 G5 Pontiac that was
raffled off asaway to give back to the racers through
“Draw.” Draw is an organization where drag racerswho
areinjured through racing can get help. Cecil Whitaker of
Dexter, Missouri wasthelucky recipient.

Drag racing isasafe way to learn how to handle a car, and
isafamily and friend sport. It isamazing that very little
drinking, bad language, and bad sportsmanship isat these
events. A Third Outlaw Pontiac Racer’ sAssociation and
Fabulous Firebird’ s Trail of Tears Rendezvous Drag Raceisalready in the works. Thisnext year therace
will be held Labor Day 2008. Until then wewill have all the memories of thisyear’srace. Brylon Denman,
10, of Fredericktown, Missouri summed it up when she stood near the starting line just before we left for
homeand said, “I just
love the sméell of the
track”. Who knows,
wemay just have an-
other Ashley Force
coming up.

Thirty ice-cold water melonswent fast!

Then it wastimeto go
home. Trophieswon and
trailersloaded, along
weekend of fun wasover.
Seeyanext Labor Day!




WINNERS, WINNERS
EVERYWHERE!

Second only toLindaVaughn for trackside
poise, was 10-year old Grandaughter of
host Larry Cooper, Brylon Denman, who
handled the chores of presenting the
MANY trophiesand awardstoall thewin-
ners of the Second Annual Labor Day
“Trail of Tear sPontiac Rendezvous’.

From the many photos of the
winners, and the number of
| trophies, young Brylon had
guiteajob,and did it very well.







CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL THE
PONTIAC LOVERS
WHO MADE THIS
SUCH A
GREAT EVENT!

ND

Sikeston Drag Strip
Missourti

Event sponsor Larry
Cooper’s* Fabulous |

Firebird” wason dis- | ©
play...thisisn’t your ordi- |
nary ‘Bird anymore.




